middle of the thirteenth century, the language was still acquired early and in the home by the members of at least some social classes. Around 1230 or 1240, Walter of Bibbesworth wrote the Tretiz, a guide to improve one's French, for Denise of Munchesi, the wife of Warin of Munchesi, a magnate whom Matthew Paris had regarded as "the strongest pillar of the kingdom."6 Walter assumes that his patron will use his Tretiz to teach French to her children as part of a general education in the household rather than in a classroom environment. The Tretiz is structured so that the teaching and learning take place in French, although there are helpful Middle English glosses.7 In the social environment of the aristocracy, even those whose native language was English would have acquired their French almost from the cradle; the English aristocracy lacked the modern distinction of "native" and learned languages contiguous with nation states.8 Amongst the greater magnates, marriages to spouses from across the Channel continually brought in new French speakers, so that throughout the thirteenth century, there were at least a few people in England who spoke French as natives. 9 Nevertheless, by the beginning of the thirteenth century, French was a language that needed to be consciously learned or at least improved even by many
